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SUMMERFAST“FILL”SHORT

POTENTIAL
NEVER FULLY 

REALIZED

ECOLOGICALLY
COMPROMISED

UNSAFE AND 
UNWELCOMING

LIMITED USE 
AND USERS



“GREATEST DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY OF THE 

21ST CENTURY”





SHORT
INCREMENTAL CHANGE AND SHORT-TERM 
PLANNING WILL NOT SOLVE LAKE MONONA’S 
CHALLENGES

A 100-YEAR VISION IS NEEDED TO ADDRESS 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND CULTURAL IMPACTS

PRINCIPLE #1 
Our master plan will make 

recommendations with a 100-year horizon

TIME

LONG



“WATER HAS MEMORY”



Past history has been 
physically and metaphorically 

flattened

Tell the whole story and not 
just parts...tell the history.

 Canoe culture has been part 
of the lakes since 12,000 years 

ago…

Most of isthmus was marsh, 
most of downtown was marsh

Today Future



“FILL”
FILLING THE LAKE TO CREATE LAND FOR HUMAN 
USE HAS COMPROMISED CULTURAL LIFEWAYS 
AND DAMAGED THE LAKE’S ECOSYSTEM HEALTH

RESTORING BLUE/GREEN FUNCTION CAN MODEL 
RESILIENCE AND RESTORE LOST CULTURAL 
CONNECTIONS

PRINCIPLE #2 
Our master plan will embrace the  

healing power of ecological restoration

HISTORY

RESTORATION



“WE CAN’T GET TO THE 
WATER”



John Nolen is fast and not 
safe - Slow it down!

[We] don’t have space 
FOR everything....can we 

have connected space TO 
everything?

40,000 cars 
per day on 

John Nolen 
Drive 

4,000+ users 
every day on 
Capital City 

Trail

Provide barriers between multi 
use paths and cars

Predominantly non-white 
neighborhoods (south and 

southwest) have the greatest 
barriers to the Lake 



FAST
55-65% OF OUR SITE IS PAVED FOR FAST MOVING 
TRAFFIC - USERS THAT ARE ON THE SITE THE 
LEAST AMOUNT OF TIME 

SLOW USES - WATER CRAFT, STROLLERS, 
WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS, FISHERS - TAKE MUCH 
LONGER TO TRAVERSE THE SITE, AND HAVE THE 
LEAST DEDICATED SPACE

PRINCIPLE #3 
Our master plan will integrate safe 

and equitable paths for all users

MOBILITY

SLOW



“WINTER IS WHEN 
ANYONE CAN GO ONTO 

THE LAKE”



Different size spaces 
with different levels 

of energy

My friend fell in the 
ice last year

Need more 
places to sit and 

relax



SUMMER
MOST PARKS ARE DESIGNED FOR THE 
PERFECT 70 DEGREE SUMMER DAY ... 

MADISON AVERAGES BELOW 60 DEGREES 
OR LESS 8 MONTHS OF THE YEAR

PRINCIPLE #4 
Our master plan will deliver desired  

uses and embrace Madison’s seasonal change

USE

YEAR-ROUND



USEMOBILITYHISTORYTIME

SUMMERFAST“FILL”SHORT

YEAR-ROUNDSLOWRESTORATIONLONG



 

HELLO!



Omaha Nashville

Sarasota Chicago
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MASTER PLAN
FRAMEWORK 

 
Principle #1:  

Our master plan will make recommendations  
with a 100-year horizon



A Unifying Blue-Green Edge

Monona 
Terrace

Law 
Park

State 
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Productive 
Gateway

Nature-Engaged 
Journey

Urban  
Hub

Causeway

State 
Capitol

Productive Growing*

Events at the Terrace

Public Art

Recreation + Spectacle

Fishing

Boating*

Nature Viewing*

Family/Friends Gathering*

*Favorite outdoor activities as 
outlined in Preliminary Report

Relaxing*
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City

Park

N Shore

Three Vital Districts



Lake 
Monona

Making Safer Paths for All

State 
Capitol

Monona 
Bay

S Broom
 St

Vehicle and other fast traffic
Bike and other medium traffic

Boat and other water traffic
Foot and other slow traffic

Access points

King St
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Lake 
Monona

Today’s Focus

State 
Capitol

Monona 
Bay
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City

Park

Nature-Engaged  
Journey

Causeway

Lake 
Monona



Why here?

Gap in Submergent 
Vegetation

Advantageous 
Currents

Dock Line 
Opportunity

Causeway  
Reconstruction

Today’s Focus

State 
Capitol

Monona 
Bay
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REVIVING LAKE MONONA’S 
MARSH 

 
Principle #2:  

Our master plan will embrace the  
healing power of ecological restoration



PAST CONDITION





Past Condition



Past Use



canoes

trails and villages

Marsh and wetlands
Effigy mounds as 
artistic or sacred 

expression

Oak Savanna

Past Use



CURRENT CONDITION



Past Condition



Current Condition



Current Use



The first goal should be to connect 
[Lake Monona Waterfront] to…

downtown and the southside. Even 
though it is feet from each location it 

seems a world away right now

Current Use

Currently you can’t stop 
and get down to the water 
in a safe and comfortable 

manner



FUTURE 
(2122)



Current Condition



Future Condition
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Future Condition
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Treat runoff  
before it reaches 

the Lake

I want to feel safe 
to swim again

Retain existing 
large trees

A return to a 
healthy lake

We don’t want 
signage to tell 
what once was



Water’s Edge





EQUITABLE ACCESS 
 

Principle #3:  
Our master plan will integrate safe  

and equitable paths for all users



Moving at All Speeds

Fastest SlowFast Slowest



The way places are designed 
currently do not make people feel 

like they can be curious2

210/26 Preliminary Report Engagement Presentation

Diversity of features, 
Accessibility, and Lighting were 

identified as top factors to 
ensure everyone feels safe & 

welcomed: 1

1Preliminary Report Survey Results

A Variety of Experiences
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Something for Everyone

Olin 
Park

Law 
Park

Law 
Park

Lake 
Monona

Fast Path

Roadway

Monona 
Terrace

N Shore

Wingra 
Creek

King StBroom St

Walk on Water

Water Trail



Equitable Access Monona 
Terrace

King St

N Shore

Broom St

Accessibility Benchmarks 

San Antonio Riverwalk 
1/6 mile (800 ft)  

 
Chicago Riverwalk 
1/5 mile (1,100 ft) 

Boston Esplanade 
1/3 mile (1,500 ft)

Wingra 
Creek

Lake 
Monona

O
verpass O

ve
rp

as
s

Improve  
Connection

Underpass

Underpass

1,1
00

 ft
 (1

/5
th

 m
ile

)

1,400 ft (1/
4th mile) 1,400 ft (1/4th mile)



Restored Edge
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Layers of Mobility
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Fastest Fast 
Fast Path

Slow 
Water Trail

Slowest 
Walk on Water
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Provide barriers 
between multi-use 

paths and cars

Separate the 
pedestrians and 

bikes

Increase safety 
for all users

Places where people 
can be together and 

apart

Stop and 
Savor spots

Layers of Mobility



Water’s Edge





YEAR-ROUND USE 
 

Principle #4:  
Our master plan will deliver desired  

uses and embrace Madison’s seasonal change.



Fast Path

Separate the 
pedestrians and 

bikes

Fast Path

Up to 4,500 riders 
per day in the 

summer

Provide barriers 
between multi-use 

paths and cars



Fast Path

Bike Repair

Stormwater catchment

Separated traffic

Biking in 
Spring



Cooling stations

Local food trucks

Markets

Fast Path

Cooling down in 
Summer



Birdwatching

Marsh Overlook

Commuting

Fast Path

Pausing in 
Fall



Building snowmen

Crosscountry skiing

Snow storage

Fast Path

Commuting in 
Winter



Water Trail

Landscape that 
encourages people 

to spend time by 
the water

Pedestrian-only spaces 
better separated from 

roadway and bike lanes

More inclusive 
narrative about who 

we are



Birdwatching

Plant class

Places to dock

Water Trail

Learning in 
Spring



Water Trail

Boating in 
Summer

Strolling

Canoeing

Kayaking

Paddling



Water Trail

Relaxing in 
Fall

Playing

Meditating

Boating



Learning ice safety

Ice skating

Crosscountry skiing

Sledding

Water Trail

Ice skating in 
Winter



Walk on Water

Fishing bump outs

Feet dangling 
spaces

Steps into the 
water

There is a real demand 
for services and for 

places where people can 
relax by the water



Walk on Water

Fishing in 
Spring

Fishing

Blue gill spawning

Family stroll



Walk on Water

Spectating 
in Summer

water ski shows

Concessions

Celebrating



Sailing

Photographing

Migratory birds

Walk on Water

Birding in 
Fall



Snowshoeing

Safe platforms

Public art

Ice fishing

Walk on Water

Out on the ice in 
Winter



Spring

Summer

Fall

Winter



Let’s travel in time!

bit.ly/lakemonona100


