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April 5, 2023

Jessica Vaughn, AICP
Urban Design Commission Secretary – Planning Division
Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Suite 017
Madison, WI 53701
Telephone (608) 267-8740

RE: Warner Park Community Recreation Center Expansion – Initial-Final Presentation

Dear Jessica,

Engberg Anderson is pleased to submit an application to the Urban Design Commission for the design of 
the Warner Park Community Recreation Center expansion, planned for 1625 Northport Drive.  The 
informational presentation for this project on March 29th brought up three major points which the notes 
below and supporting documentation address:

The roofline of the existing building is one of its identifying features; it’s unique, elegant.  Consider making 

refinements to the roof angle on the proposed addition.

Response: The objective of our expansion design is to blend in with the existing high style of the 
community center design.  Adding onto the southeast means the existing gymnasium is at the 
center of the new building footprint.  The expansion design pulls its design and material 
vocabulary from the existing palette but also allows the existing gymnasium to become a 
centerpiece with unique design elements, such as the structural kickers and sloping roofline.  The 
mass of the new gymnasium serves as a secondary element, with simplified details and a step 
down in height.  The new gymnasium also incorporates an angled high roof which is accentuated 
with clerestory windows along the south, east, and north facades to complement the existing 
angled roof planes.

The sharp angle of the butterfly roof along the south wall of the pre-function area ties into and 
adds to the existing lower roof language along the building, which is accentuated by placing floor-
to-roof storefront below it.  An additional roof pitch on the north side above the mechanical room 
references similar gestures across other lower roofs on the existing building.

Consider connecting the trees with undulating mulched beds; the spaces between the trees can be planted 

to help screen.

Response: The landscape plan along the east elevation and northeast corner have been modified 
to extend the mulch beds and provide more consistent screening of the gymnasium wall.  A 
decorative stone mulch maintenance strip extends from the northeast corner of the expansion 
and ties into the landscaping around the existing gymnasium, which is kept lighter to manage 
upkeep and maintenance along the shaded north side of the building.
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To help provide year-round screening of blank walls, the plant list should be expanded to include species 

that will add winter interest, colored twig dogwoods and willows, tall ornamental grasses, winterberries, 

gold/blue colored evergreens.

Response: The plant list has been added to the submittal and updated to include species with 
winter interest.

We are requesting a time to present our design to the Urban Design Commission on April 26th to obtain 
final approval to move forward with the project.  Site context/location images, site/grading/landscape 
plans, exterior elevations, renderings, and material samples are included for your review.

Thank you in advance for your time.

Sincerely,

Jim Brown, AIA

Principal, Engberg Anderson

EA File Name: Y:\Madison Projects\2022 3429\223471 Warner Park Expansion\1-Project 
Administration\6-Codes & Zoning\UDC\Initial-Final\1_Letter of Intent.docx

Sincerely,

Jim Brown, AIAJim Brown, AIA
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LOCATOR MAPS

Locator Map (City Scale)

Letter Landmark Name Driving Distance from Site

A Warner Park Community Recreation Center 0.0 miles (site)
B Dane County Regional Airport 1.4 miles
C Madison College 2.2 miles
D East Towne Mall 4.5 miles
E Tenney Park 3.1 miles
F Olbrich Park 4.7 miles
G Wisconsin State Capitol 4.4 miles



Locator Map (Neighborhood Scale)

Acronym Neighborhood Name (Neighborhoods shown within 1-mile radius of site)

BO Berkley Oaks Neighborhood Association
BV Brentwood Village Association
EB East Bluff Homeowners Association
KH Kennedy Heights Neighborhood Association
LP Lerdahl Park Neighborhood Association
LV Lake View Hill Neighborhood Association
MH Mendota Hills Neighborhood Association
MO Majestic Oaks Neighborhood Association
NP Nobel Park Neighborhood Association
SN Sherman Neighborhood Association
ST Sheridan Triangle Neighborhood Association
SV Sherman Village Neighborhood Association
TP Trinity Park Neighborhood Association
VC Vera Court Neighborhood Association
WR Whitetail Ridge



CONTEXTUAL SITE INFORMATION

Exterior View Location Key

Figure 1: Entry drive into Warner Park, due east of WPCRC.



Figure 2: Turn from entry drive into WPCRC parking lot.

Figure 3: WPCRC parking lot.

Figure 4: WPCRC parking lot and circle drive at building entry.



Figure 5: WPCRC building entry, southeast corner, and south wall of gymnasium.

Figure 6: WPCRC southeast corner and south wall of gymnasium.



Figure 7: Southeast corner of gymnasium.

Figure 8: East wall of gymnasium.



Figure 9: Northeast corner of gymnasium.

Figure 10: North wall of gymnasium and chiller pit.
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PLANTING DETAILSHRUB PLANTING DETAIL

TABULATION OF LANDSCAPE CREDITS AND POINTS
CREDITS / EXISTING

LANDSCAPING
NEW / PROPOSED

LANDSCAPING

PLANT TYPE/ELEMENT MINIMUM
INSTALLATION SIZE POINTS QUANTITY POINTS

ACHIEVED QUANTITY POINTS
ACHIEVED

OVERSTORY DECIDUOUS
TREE 2.5" CAL MIN. 35 0 315

TALL EVERGREEN TREE 5-6' TALL MIN. 35 0 105

ORNAMENTAL TREE 1.5" CAL MIN. 15 0 4 60

UPRIGHT EVERGREEN SHRUB 3-4' TALL, MIN. 10 0 18 180

SHRUB, DECIDUOUS #3 CONT., MIN. 12"-24" 3 0 136 408

SHRUB, EVERGREEN #3 CONT., MIN. 12"-24" 4 0 15 60

ORNAMENTAL GRASS &
PERENNIAL #1 CONT., MIN. 8"-18" 2 0 190 380

ORNAMENTAL / DECORATIVE
FENCING OR WALL 4 POINTS / 10 LF .4 0 0 0

EXISTING SIGNIFICANT
SPECIMAN TREE

14 POINTS / CAL.
(MAXIMUM 200 POINTS PER TREE) 14 0 0 0

LANDSCAPE FURNITURE

5 POINTS PER SEAT
(WITHIN PUBLICALLY ACCESSIBLE
DEVELOPED AREA.  CANNOT
COMPRISE MORE THAN 5% OF
TOTAL REQUIRED POINTS)

5 0 0 0

SUBTOTAL 0 1,508

TOTAL NUMBER OF POINTS PROVIDED 1,508

LANDSCAPE CALCULATIONS AND DISTRIBUTIONS
Required landscaped areas shall be calculated based upon the total developed area of the property. Developed area is defined as that area
within a single contiguous boundary which is made up of structures, parking, driveways and docking/loading facilities, but excluding the area
of any building footprint at grade, land designated for open space uses such as athletic fields, and undeveloped land area on the same
zoning lot. There are three methods for calculating landscape points depending on the size of the lot and Zoning District.

(A) For all lots except those described in (B) and (C) below, five (5) landscape points shall be provided for each three hundred (300)
square feet of developed area.

Total square footage of developed area:  ________________

Total landscape points required:  ________________

(B) For lots larger than five (5) acres, points shall be provided at five (5) points per three hundred (300) square feet for the first
Five (5) developed acres, and one (1) point per one hundred (100) square feet for all additional acres.

Total square footage of developed area:  ________________

Five (5) acres = ________________

First five (5) developed acres = ________________

Remainder of developed area: ________________

Total landscape points required ________________

(C) For the Industrial – Limited (IL) and Industrial – General (IG) districts, one (1) point shall be provided
per one hundred (100) square feet of developed area.

Total square footage of developed area: ________________

Total landscape points required:  ________________

™ 

® 
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