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• Study Corridor and Reasons for Study
• Upcoming Projects
• Previous Studies and Longer Term Opportunities

• Background and Current Conditions
• Study Process and Schedule
• Questions and Answers
• Goals Exercise
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Study Limits Project Location

Corridor
Location

Lake Mendota

Lake 
Monona

MADISON

MIDDLETON

BELTLINE

NORTH



Intersections

• Project Limits

Study Corridor



Study Corridor

Programmed Project

Expected;                  
Not Programmed

Long Term Planning



• Short Term
• Scheduled 2018 Pavement Replacement 

• Wilson/Williamson (Franklin  Blount)

• Blair Street (John Nolen  East Washington) not programmed

3D Scan – Facing NE

Reasons for Study



• Long Term 
• Several studies concluded  ‘gateway intersection’ 

• For Vehicles/ Trains/ Bicyclists/ Pedestrians

Gateway 
Intersection

City of 
Madison 

Downtown 
Plan

South Capitol 
Transit 

Oriented 
Development 
(SCTOD) Plan

SCTOD 
Council 

Resolution

Madison 
Beltline 
PEL/EIS 
Study

Reasons for Study



STUDIES FINDINGS

City of Madison 
Downtown Plan Key ‘Gateway’ Improve: safety, aesthetics, ped/bike 

crossings, efficient traffic movements

South Capitol 
Transit Oriented 

Development 
(SCTOD) Plan

East ‘Gateway’ 
Intersection

Lack of 
Wayfinding for 

ped/bikes

Further study of 
‘super crossing’

Eliminate Wilson 
Street Connection 
to East/ Prohibit 

Left Turns

SCTOD Council 
Resolution

Adopt SCTOD 
plan

Narrower lanes 
on John Nolen for 
added ped/bike 

space

Does not support 
filling of Lake  

Monona

Improve bike/ped 
crossings/make 

safer

WisDOT Beltline 
PEL Study

Strand/TADI 
evaluated 7 
alternatives

Strand/TADI 
evaluated 

intersection 
expansion

Reasons for Study



Reasons for Study
• Timeline of Vision Studies

Image source: Downtown Plan Excerpts (adopted 2012)



Reasons for Study
• Timeline of Vision Studies

Image source: Downtown Plan Excerpts (adopted 2012)



Reasons for Study
• Previous Vision Studies

• Law Park Concept

Image source: 1990 Law Park Proposal                            

Image source: 1988 Law 
Park Proposal  
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Permit



Reasons for Study
• Recent Plans

• Parks and Open Space

Image source: Downtown Plan Excerpts (adopted 2012)



Reasons for Study
• Recent Plans – Downtown Plan

Image source: Downtown Plan Excerpts (adopted 2012)



Reasons for Study
• Recent Plans

• South Capitol Transit Oriented Development Plan

Image source: SCTOD Plan Executive Summary



Reasons for Study
• Ongoing Private Studies (Non-City)

Image source: Kenton Peters 

Image source: Isthmus 

Image source: Madison Design Professionals Workgroup



• Study Corridor and Reasons for Study
• Upcoming Projects
• Previous Studies and Longer Term Opportunities

• Background and Current Conditions
• Study Process and Schedule
• Questions and Answers
• Goals Exercise

Presentation Outline:



• Transit Conditions

https://www.cityofmadison.com/metro/schedules/systemMaps.cfm

Background and Current Conditions

https://www.cityofmadison.com/metro/schedules/systemMaps.cfm


Pedestrian Facilities   
Bus Stop Locations

• Pedestrian and Transit Conditions

Background and Current Conditions

AM + PM

84

AM + PM  

28



Pedestrian Facilities   
Bus Stop Locations

www.cityofmadison.com/metro/

• Pedestrian and Transit Conditions

Background and Current Conditions

located at NW 
Quadrant of Wilson St/ 
Broom St Intersection

AM + PM  

40
AM + PM  

62



Pedestrian Facilities   
Bus Stop Locations

www.cityofmadison.com/metro/

• Pedestrian and Transit Conditions

Background and Current Conditions

AM + PM  

43



• Bicycle Conditions

https://www.cityofmadison.com/bikeMadison/planTrip/interactivemap.cfm

Background and Current Conditions



• 9 Reported Bike Crashes (2011-2015)

Bicycle Crash Location
# of Crashes  #

Background and Current Conditions

2 2
1

2
1

1

AM + PM

184

AM + PM  

126



Background and Current Conditions
• 3 Reported Bike Crashes (2011-2015)

Bicycle Crash Location
# of Crashes  #

1

1

1

AM + PM  

18



Background and Current Conditions
• 6 Reported Bike Crashes (2011-2015)

Bicycle Crash Location
# of Crashes  #

5
1

4 before 2013 
Improvement

AM + PM  

98



• Intersection Volume  increase by 200% since 1956
• Addition/Expansion of John Nolen Drive

Expansion of John Nolen Drive

Background and Current Conditions



• Traffic Volumes

Volume 
Year

*1956 _
1991
2013

Wisconsin Highway Traffic Volume Data & Madison Traffic Flow Maps

*Note: Before John Nolen Dr.

Background and Current Conditions



• Crash History (2011-2015)
 92 Total Reported Crashes

• 46/92  Rear-end collisions
• 9 Bike Crashes

59% of     
Rear-end 
Crashes

http://trust.dot.state.wi.us/roadrunner/
www.cityofmadison.com/trafficengineering/documents/Flowmaps/07_flowmap_isthmus.pdf

Background and Current Conditions



• Crash History (2011-2015)
 119 Total Reported Crashes

• 40/119 during PM Peak (2p-6p)
• 58/119  Rear-end collisions
• 6 Bike Crashes

http://trust.dot.state.wi.us/roadrunner/
www.cityofmadison.com/trafficengineering/documents/Flowmaps/07_flowmap_isthmus.pdf

Background and Current Conditions



• Motor Vehicle Operations - Blair/John Nolen & 
Wilson/Williamson Street

• Northbound and Southbound Queueing and Congestion
• Existing LOS F movements – NB/SB through
• Left turners block through movement 

Background and Current Conditions



• Motor Vehicle Operations - John Nolen Drive & 
Broom Street

• Northbound and Southbound Queueing and Congestion
• Existing LOS F movements –SB through

Background and Current Conditions



• Motor Vehicle Operations - John Nolen Drive & 
North Shore Drive

• Queueing and Congestion all approaches
• Existing LOS F movements –NBL and EBL

Background and Current Conditions



Rail Corridor

Background and Current Conditions
• Railroads

6 Trains 
Per Day



Presentation Outline:
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Phase 1 – Needs & 
Alts Development

• PIM # 1, Needs and 
Priorities

• Range of 
Alternatives

• Alternatives Pros 
and Cons

Phase 2 –
Alternatives 
Refinement

• PIM # 2, Range of 
Alternatives

• Refined 
Alternatives

• Preferred 
Combinations

Phase 3 -
Recommendations

• PIM #3, Draft 
Recommendations

• Conceptual Layout, 
Range of Costs

• Layout Refinement
• Finalize 

Recommendations

Oct.‘16-
Mar.‘17

Mar.‘17-
Jun.‘17

Jun.‘17-
Jul.‘17

Study Process and Schedule
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Better Solutions

Discussion

Answers
Questions
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1. Discuss top goals (concerns/problems) at your tables.

2. Designate a reporter at your table to present your top 
3 goals to the group after ~15-minutes.

3. Add notes to Sticky Notes and then place on the maps. 

Goals Exercise



City of Madison:
Chris Petykowski, P.E.
cpetykowski@cityofmadison.com

Strand Associates, Inc.:
Jeff Held, P.E.
608-251-4843
jeff.held@strand.com

How to Get More Information?

mailto:cpetykowski@cityofmadison.com
mailto:jeff.held@strand.com


City of Madison
Blair Street Corridor Study

Next Meeting
~March 2017
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